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Abstract

Article Info

This article investigates the traditional practice of livestock trading,
known as Chubdari among the nomadic and transhumant tribes of
Semnan Province. The study's primary objective is to document and
analyze a portion of the indigenous knowledge and techniques associated
with this traditional occupation, which has historically played a vital role
in the economic exchanges of the region's nomadic population. This
research was conducted using a descriptive-analytical method and using
field observations, in-depth interviews with 14 elderly chubdars
(livestock traders), pastoralists, and shepherds, and library studies. The
findings reveal that this traditional livestock trading system, which was
managed by highly experienced and skilled individuals, encompassed a
set of complex techniques that have been largely overlooked by
researchers in the fields of nomadic studies and pastoralism. This is
significant, as there is a notable scarcity of information on this important
occupation in the existing body of research on Iran's nomadic tribes. Over
the past century, this traditional mode of commerce has been profoundly
impacted by modernization. The introduction of vehicles, the expansion
of road networks in pastoral territories, and the proliferation of
communication technologies—particularly mobile phones over the last
three decades and the subsequent rise of virtual spaces—have
fundamentally altered these traditional practices. Consequently, many of
the complex economic and social relationships that once existed between
Chubdars and pastoralists have been eroded.
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